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to give you: Yesterday you said to me, “[E not displeased because of 
the lad and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, 
do as she tells you,] for through Isaac shall your descendants be 
named” (Gen. 21:12) 


“And now you tell me: “[Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah] and offer him there as a burnt 
offering [upon one of the mountains of which I shall tell you]” (Gen. 
2:22): 


“But I, God forbid, I did not [give you that answer], but I overcame 
my impulse and did what you wanted. Now may it be pleasing to you, 
O Lord my God, that when the children of Isaac, my son, come to a 
time of trouble and will have no one to speak in their behalf, you will 
speak in their behalf.’ 


“{And Abraham said], ‘God will see [to the sheep for his burnt 
offering, my son. So they went both of them together (Gen. 22:8).’ 
You remember in their behalf the binding of Isaac, their father, and 
have mercy upon them.” 


What is written thereafter? 


“And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked behind, and behold, there 
was a ram [caught in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and 
took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 

son]” (Gen. 22:13). 


[I] What is the meaning of “behind [‘after’]?” 


[J] Said R. Judah b. R. Simon, “After all generations your children are 
going to be caught up in sins and entrapped in troubles. But in the 
end they will be redeemed by the horn of this ram. 


[K] “This is in line with what is said: ‘[Then the Lord will appear over 
them, and his arrow will go forth like lightning;] the Lord God will 
sound the ram’s horn, and march forth in the whirlwinds of the 
south’” (Zech. 9:14). 


[L] R. Hunah in the name of R. Hinenah bar Isaac: “For that entire 
day Abraham saw now the ram would get caught in one tree 
and free itself and go forth, then it got caught in a bush and 
freed itself and went forth, and then it got caught in a thicket 
and freed itself and went forth. 


[M] “Said to him the Holy One, blessed be he, ‘Abraham, this is 
how your children in the future will be caught by their sins and 


